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NEW BOOKS BEVIEWED 929 

United States and Japan. The book is beautifully printed on heavy 
Japanese paper, and the color-prints are exquisitely soft and beautiful. 



Myths and Legends op Flowers, Trees, Fruits, and Plants. By 
Charles M. Skinner. Philadelphia: J. P. Lippincott & Co., 1911. 

This volume is useful rather than ornamental. It contains an alpha- 
betical list of flowers, trees, shrubs, and plants, and in each case men- 
tions the plant's symbolic value and any mythological tale connected with 
the plant. The book shows research and learning and is a valuable addi- 
tion to any garden library. The only fault to find with it is that it is 
cheaply illustrated with a few ill-chosen and inappropriate photographs. 



The Brownings. Their Life and Art. By Lilian Whiting. Boston: 
Little, Brown & Co., 1911. 

This is an ornamental, well-illustrated volume particularly suitable 
for a gift-book to any one interested in the most glorious era of Victorian 
literature. Without any pretense at anything new or of special import, 
although the author quotes from several unpublished letters of the poet, 
the volume has much gentle charm and has hit upon the new idea of 
combining the two biographies in one rather heavy volume. The author's 
friend, Robert Barrett Browning, appears more often in this biography 
than in any of the separate biographies of the poets, and supplies a pleas- 
ant little picture of the family group. 

Miss Whiting has a habit of using more words than her thought 
requires, and of padding her real matter with a great deal of extraneous 
and unnecessary comment, theories of Karma, etc., etc., but the spirit of 
the book, despite the many flaws in craftsmanship, is gentle and lovely, 
and as a volume of literary gossip, a reconstruction, of a most interesting 
period, it is quite delightful. 



The Early Literary Career op Robert Browning. By Thomas R. 
Lounsbury. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1911. 

It is difficult to disagree with Mr. Lounsbury's little book of abuse 
without a sense of outrage. It seems such a waste of time and energy 
and thought to write a volume with the avowed aim of attacking a 
great reputation. It is a commonplace of literary criticism with a 
certain type of litterateur of an earlier generation in America to say 
that, if Robert Browning had been educated at a public school and an 
English university he would not have written Browning's works, but 
something quite different; certainly something more suited to the taste 
of the average university professor. Perhaps he would have written 
Lowell's Poems, er Clarence Edmund Stedman's. We are perfectly 
certain that even these advantages would not have induced him to write 
on Spelling Reform or the Standard of Usage in English, though we 
might then have been spared the present little volume of detraction. 

It is quite evident that Mr. Lounsbury has been excessively annoyed 
by the more difficult of Browning's Poems, and even more annoyed by 
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